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GRACE AND TRUTH: KNOWING THE FULLNESS OF JESUS      
A study of the seven “I AM’s” and the seven “signs” of Jesus in the gospel of John.                                    
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

The gospel of John is perhaps the most loved and well-known book in the New Testament.  It  introduces us to Jesus as “the Word” who was God and who “became flesh, and dwelt among us full of grace and truth.”  At the end of His gospel John states his purpose for writing:
“Now Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written  that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”  (John 20:30, 31)

In these verses, there are five key words that reveal the purpose and objective of John’s gospel: signs, believe, the Christ, Son of God, and life.  Reflecting on these words, we can conclude that the primary purpose of John writing this gospel is to expose his readers to the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  He seeks to convince them that, first of all Jesus is the Christ: the Hebrew Messiah, the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecies that foretell His coming.  Then secondly, as the Messiah, this Jesus was in fact, being the Son of God the very essence of God, God’s communication in human form.
Further, these verses express John’s objective for his readers as well.  His desire is for his readers to believe the truth of Jesus’ identity, and to respond to Him by receiving Him.  To believe and receive Jesus means putting one’s total trust in who He is, what He said, and what He has done by His life, His death, and His resurrection. That believing-trust is called faith.  John seeks to show his readers that by having faith in Jesus’ person and actions, it results in receiving God’s gift of life.  The Good News contained in John’s Gospel is that broken, sinful people can receive and experiencing life, abundant life, resurrected life, eternal life—as a gift from God simply by believing in and receiving what Jesus offers all mankind. (John 1:12, 13)
The technique John uses to prove that Jesus indeed is the Promised Messiah, the Son of God, the One in whom people can put their belief and trust, rests on the reliability that Jesus actually is the expression of God’s  Truth.  In His gospel, John writes on seven occasions Jesus used the phrase: “I AM”.  Taking these seven I Ams John shows that Jesus is making claims about Himself being God.  Furthermore, in this gospel, John focuses on seven miraculous acts of grace which He calls signs by which Jesus demonstrates His power, thus adding credibility to the I AM claims He makes of Himself.  These are the seven miraculous signs John is referring to in chapter 20:30-31
As John quotes Jesus use of these two small words “I Am”, they may seem so simple to us. Yet when viewed from the perspective of the Old Testament background, when these seven  “I AM’s” are connected with the seven miracle signs, they provide a significant force as to identifying the person and the power of Jesus Christ.
In the prologue to his gospel (chapter 1:1-18) John sets the stage. In the first three verses, he introduces Jesus as the “Son of God,” that He is the Eternal, Preexistent One, the creator of the universe. He further identifies him as being identical in essence with God the Father, as God who took on human flesh. Later, in verse 14, he speaks of Jesus as “the Word”:  God’s physical expression or revelation of Himself. In the remainder of his gospel, John uses the seven miracles—as signs to illustrate that Jesus has the power to live llife and the seven I AM’s to reveal  his true identity.  When these seven miracles are combined with the seven I AM’s together they give a full picture of Jesus as being “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14)
To better appreciate the significance of Jesus using the phrase: “I Am”, it helps to know the Old Testament context of this phrase.  In Exodus 3, God called Moses, (as his spokesperson) to go before Pharaoh to demand the release of the enslaved children of Israel.  When Moses asked God: “Who shall I say sent me?”,  God responded with: “Tell them that: “I AM” (Ehyeh) has sent you!”  God revealed himself as the great “I AM, that I AM.”  The name “I AM” denotes God’s self existence, eternity, omnipresence, and that He is everything necessary to meet any need.

As John records Jesus’ use of that sacred name on seven occasions for Himself, he shows that Jesus indeed is God’s truth when that truth is combined with the seven miracle signs we begin to see the fullness of God’s grace and truth in human terms.  Connected with each I AM is a descriptive word that unveils Jesus’ character and authority to meet humanity needs.
In our study of John’s gospel we will focus on these seven “I AM’s” of Jesus and combine them with the seven miracles as “signs”, that establish validity.  Each of these studies are arranged to connect each of the seven miracles of Jesus with a corresponding “I AM”.  As we combine the two, they will give a true portrait of Jesus, revealing Him to be the power of God’s grace in the revelation of God’s truth that gives hope and abundant eternal life to broken hurting, sinful people.
The following chart will give and overview of our study:

	WHO JESUS IS
	WHAT JESUS DOES

	I AM
	MEANING
	SIGN
	MEANING

	1
	The Vine
	Source of Life
	1


	Water to Wine
	Transformation

	2
	The Way
	Means of Life
	2
	Noble Man’s Son Healed
	Nature of Faith

	3
	The Door
	Empowers Life
	3
	Invalid at the Pool
	Abundant Power to Do

	4
	The Bread
	Sustainer of Life
	4
	Five Thousand Fed
	Sustenance

	5
	The Shepherd
	Protector of Life
	5
	Storm Stilled
	Eternal Security

	6
	The Light
	Guide of all Life
	6
	Sight to a

Blind man
	Authoritative Teaching

	7
	The Resurrection
	Guarantor of Life
	7
	Raising of Lazarus
	Abolition of Death
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1 Christ the Source of Life…………………………………..….. John 2:1-11; 15:1-11

Theme:  Religious legalism is transformed into relational joy when a person remains connected to the living Christ
2 Christ the Means of Life ……………………………………..John 4:46-54; 14:1-11

Theme: “Through trusting and obeying, Jesus shows that He Himself is the means to a fulfilled life.”

3 Christ the Empowerer of Life………………………………....John 5:2-18, 10:7-10

Theme: “The door that leads to power in living life to its fullest, lies not in believing some teachings but in obeying the person of Jesus Christ.”

4 Christ the Sustainer of Life……………………………………..John 6:1-14; 47-56

Theme: As bread is needed to sustain physical life, the indwelling Christ is essential for sustaining spiritual life.

5 Christ the Protector of Life ………………………………...John 6:15-21; 10:11-28

Theme: “The Christ who has power to save is also the Good Shepherd who provides safety.”

6 Christ the Guide of all Life…………………………………….John 9:1-12; 8:12-20

Theme: “Jesus gives divine perspective to morally blind people who live in a  dark world.”

7 Christ the Guarantor of Eternal Life …………………………………John 11:1-44
Theme: “The life Jesus offers not only impacts this life, but extends beyond the grave.”
